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1.  Air Pollution in London

 The European Environment Agency describes air pollution 
as “the environmental factor with the greatest impact on 
health in Europe” and “responsible for the largest burden 
of environment-related disease”.

 Air quality is an important Public Health issue in London, it 
contributes to shortening the life expectancy of all 
Londoners, disproportionately impacting on the most 
vulnerable. 

 Estimated that 9,400 deaths occur in London each year 
due to illnesses caused by long-term exposure to air 
pollution.

 448 schools in London are in areas exceeding legal air 
quality levels. 

 The estimated economic costs of the above health impacts 
ranged from £1.4 billion to £3.7 billion
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1.  High Court ruling on air 
pollution in London

 The Government has broken the law by failing to tackle illegal 
levels of nitrogen dioxide air pollution as quickly as possible.

 The ruling means that the Government's existing plan for 
improving air quality will be quashed.

 Instead, ministers will have to put in place, as quickly as 
possible, new measures to remove illegal levels of NO2 air 
pollution.

 For example: The Mayor’s investment in hybrid buses



2.  The Challenge - Diesel

DIESEL

 “We now have to face the reality that if we are going to come 
close to tackling air pollution in London, we have to tackle the 
problem of dirty diesels too.”

 Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London
 5th July 2106



2. Diesel Performance



2. Trusting diesel

 Only 1 in 6 of all new diesel cars have been shown to 
meet the Euro 6 standard in ‘real world’

 The new work undertaken by Emissions Analytics 
could help consumers make an informed choice and 
strengthen our procurement practices



3.  Mayor’s plan to tackle pollution 
in London

 The  On 5th July 2016 the Mayor of 
London launched plans for the toughest 
crackdown on the most polluting 
vehicles by any major city around the 
world.

 The Mayor believes “… we need big bold 
and sometimes difficult policies if 
London is to match the scale of the 
challenge”



3.  Mayor’s plan to tackle pollution 
in London

AIR QUALITY ALERTS

 The Mayor wants to better inform Londoners when air 
quality is at dangerous levels

 During and on the day before high and very high air 
pollution days, air quality alerts will be displayed at:
• 2,500 bus countdown signs and river pier signs.
• 140 road signs, with instructions to switch engines 

off when stationary to reduce emissions
• The entrance of all 270 London Underground 

stations 



CLEANER BUSES

 The Mayor expects Transport for London (TfL) to lead by 
example and has proposed a number of improvements to the 
bus fleet:

• Only hybrid or zero-emission buses from 2018

• Euro VI compliance in central London by 2019

• Expanding the ULEZ retrofit programme to 3,000 
buses outside the central zone (over 5,000 buses in total)

• New low emission bus zones – tackling pollution 
hotspots by concentrating cleaner buses on the dirtiest 
routes

3.  Mayor’s plan to tackle pollution 
in London



CLEANER TAXIS

 The Mayor wants to deliver the greenest taxi 
fleet in the world by:

• No more diesel taxi and only ‘zero emission 
capable’ from 2018

• Providing a £3,000 grant towards the first 
9,000 ZEC taxis

• Delivering a rapid charging network from 
2017

• Introducing a scrappage scheme from the 
oldest taxis from 2017

• Exploring options to convert to a cleaner 
fuel

• Rewarding drivers who pioneer green 
technology

3.  Mayor’s plan to tackle pollution 
in London



EMISSIONS SURCHARGE

 The Mayor has consulted on an emissions surcharge 
(T-charge) on older polluting vehicles entering central 
London from 2017. This comes into effect next 
month.

 The consultation for this showed very strong support 
from the public – 81% respondents of Talk London 
respondents supported the measure

 A £10 charge during Congestion Charge hours on top 
of the existing £11.50 congestion charge

 For pre-Euro 4/VI vehicles (generally those registered 
up to and including 2005)

3.  Mayor’s plan to tackle pollution 
in London



3.  Mayor’s plan to tackle pollution 
in London

ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE



ZERO EMISSION LONDON 2050

 The new Mayor’s Transport Strategy has just been published 
for consultation which aims for London to be zero emission by 
2055

These measures include:

Transport

• Strict new emission requirements across London (e.g. 
ULEZ, zero emission zone)

• Modal Shift to walking, cycling and public transport
• Zero emission bus fleet by 2037 and all taxis by 2033
• All vehicles zero emission by 205o
• Reduce emissions from rail river and aviation transport

3.  Mayor’s new Transport Strategy



ZERO EMISSION LONDON 2050

These measures include:

None-Transport

• Prevent and reduce emissions from non-road mobile 
machinery

• Reduce emissions from homes and workplaces, large scale 
generators, wood burning and biomass.

• Informing the public with alerts during high and very high 
pollution episodes

3.  Mayor’s new Transport Strategy



3.  Healthy Streets

The Mayor wants to deliver significant health 
benefits by taking the Healthy Streets 
Approach 

Healthy Streets is the Mayor’s 
framework for the design and 
management of London’s streets 

The Approach aims to: 
Encourage everyone to walk, cycle
& use public transport 
Reduce road danger 
Tackle poor air quality and noise 
Reduce car dependency 
Improve the environment 
Deliver an accessible & inclusive transport 
system 
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1.  Air Pollution in Croydon



2. Croydon projects – Town Centre 
Logistics Project

 Croydon town centre will see unprecedented development
over the next few years

 The most significant risk to air quality are emissions produced
by both construction sites and construction vehicles.

 A zonal CLP has been completed which sets out measures to
manage, smooth, and communicate what is being done to
ensure that existing visitors, residents and businesses in the
town centre can continue to function.

 A Developers forum set up and meets quarterly

 Construction consolidation centre’s to be located in a number
of places around the borough

 These actions are essential is we are to keep Croydon
‘business as usual’ during these works



2. Low Emission Logistics Project

 Joint project with other local authorities are working to
improve air quality by reducing the number of delivery
vehicles travelling in to the borough.

 17% of transport emissions are from vehicles associated
with delivery and servicing

 Working with local business and retailers to find out how
their goods and services are delivered currently and in the
future and what issues they expect to encounter

 First phase of the project was to assess current deliveries
and to reduced deliveries from every day to two days per
week = 60% reduction

 Second phase is to investigate introduction of a freight
consolidation centre



3. Air Quality Action Plan

 Croydon are currently consulting on their fourth Action Plan (2017-

2022)

 The actions are under six broad topics:

• Emissions from developments and buildings: emissions 

from buildings account for about 15% of nitrogen oxides 

(NOX) emissions across London, so are important in affecting 

nitrogen dioxide (NO2) concentrations.

• Public health and awareness raising: increasing awareness 

can drive behavioural change to lower emissions as well as to 

reduce exposure to air pollution.

• Delivery servicing and freight: vehicles delivering goods and 

services are usually light or heavy duty diesel-fuelled vehicles 

with high primary NO2 emissions; combining deliveries helps 

to reduce emissions.



3. Air Quality Action Plan

• Borough fleet actions: our fleet includes light and heavy duty 

diesel-fuelled vehicles such as mini buses and refuse collection 

vehicles with high primary NO2 emissions. Reducing the 

emissions of our own fleet means we will be leading by 

example.

• Localised solutions: these seek to improve the environment of 

neighbourhoods through a combination of measures; and

• Cleaner transport: road transport is the main source of air 

pollution in London. We need to incentivise a change to 

walking, cycling and ultra-low emission vehicles (such as 

electric) as far as possible.

• Air quality website www.lovecleanair.org

• AQAP www.croydon.gov.uk

http://www.lovecleanair.org/


Thank you 
for your 

kind attention

Positioning the EU in Air Quality 
Management in India

Linda Johnson
linda.johnson@croydon.gov.uk



1

2

3

4

5

6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 90

ENABLING THE DRAFTING OF 
LOCAL ACTION PLANS


