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Helping proactively the reduction of hazardous pollution levels in India urban areas, 
the European Union has offered its best technical expertise to help national and 
local government to manage air quality.  

 
This EU funded initiative, which is spearheaded by AETS France, started in January 
2017. The project aims to help authorities come out with effective measures to 
reduce air pollution through sharing best practices, pollution control technologies, 
and key stakeholder engagement events.  

In parallel with efforts at national level to contribute to the drafting of a national air 
quality strategy, workshops are being run at local level to engage with officials and 
other key players in air quality management. 

Bangalore, Raipur and Goa have been initially selected based on their pollutant 
levels, population size, and keenness to participate in the project. Technical 
workshops are being run at these cities involving Government officials, industry, 
academia and NGO’s to evaluate possible measures to be part of a local air quality 
management plan.  

In addition, event training days are also being offered by the experts to members 
involved in local air quality management to foster capability and know-how. 

“This is a very rewarding initiative. Efforts have been made to get European Union 
air quality experts to come and share their knowledge, experiences and best 
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practices which will enable government to benefit from lessons learnt in Europe and 
be empowered to deliver practical solutions to safeguard their citizen’s health,” Dr 
Ana Grossinho, the project team leader, AETS, France, said. 

“After Goa’s successful event on 16th September opened and endorsed by the Chief 
Secretary of State Mr Dharmender Sharma, beneficial outcomes of the project are 
already emerging with the European Union involvement in local action planning in 
India” Dr Ana Grossinho added. 

      
The first phase of the project mapped the full picture of how the air quality is 
managed in the cities facing severe pollution and identified best possible solutions 
which are being made available to local authorities. 

     
Many European countries are known for their environment conservation efforts 
through advanced technologies. In addition, many European Institutions 
(governmental and non-governmental) act as pools of knowledge and know-how 
which is being shared with India officials and academic institutions through the 
project. 

The workshop in Raipur on 20th September discussed the key sources of pollution 
which contribute to deterioration of air quality in this urban area – these include 
transport, construction, industries including sponge iron units, power plants, rolling 
mills and induction furnaces.  

The State Govt. of Chhatisgarh showed their clear intentions for control of pollution 
in the city and look forward to further explore the European experience shared 
during the workshop. The workshop also highlighted the need for regular detailed 
scientific assessments through robust air quality monitoring, up to date emission 
inventories, and advanced air quality models with appropriate capability to map local 
pollution hot spots.  

Project coordinator Sumit Sharma, TERI quoted: “Raipur is dealing with significantly 
high levels of air pollution. The state Government is taking actions for control and 
further with multi-stakeholder involvement, scientifically derived measures need to 
be enforced for effective long-term control of air pollution. European experience 
need to be assessed and customised for local conditions.” 

“The debate was very productive and the engagement of key stakeholders pivotal 
for the successful delineation and implementation of an effective Air Quality Local 
Action Plan for Raipur – the held open and transparent discussion of the air pollution 
issues in Chhatisgarh will enable an integrated and systematic management of air 
pollution in the region”, Dr Ana Grossinho concluded. 

     
The EU officials said gradually the project may be expanded to several Indian cities 
as the EU was committed to partnering India in tackling pollution. 


